Endoscopic appearance of gastric lesions in foals: 94 cases (1987-1988).
Of 183 foals examined by use of gastroendoscopy during 1987 and 1988, 94 had gastric lesions. Sixty-eight of 120 foals in the 1- to 85-day-old age range had endoscopically confirmed gastric lesions, and 26 of 63 foals in the 90- to 310-day-old age range had gastric lesions. Lesions were observed most frequently in the stratified squamous mucosal epithelium, particularly adjacent to the margo plicatus. Lesions were observed in the gastric glandular mucosa in 26 of the 94 foals with gastric lesions, and with a greater frequency in foals with a clinical disorder than in foals with no disorder (27% vs 3%). In young foals, lesions were consistently observed in the stratified squamous mucosal epithelium adjacent to the margo plicatus along the greater curvature of the stomach at 2 specific sites. These lesions were frequently associated with desquamation of the stratified squamous mucosal epithelium, which was observed in 69 of the 82 foals less than or equal to 30 days old and in 13 of the 101 foals greater than 30 days old. Lesions in the stratified squamous mucosal epithelium adjacent to the margo plicatus were associated with concurrent clinical disorders in foals greater than 90 days old, but developed with identical frequency in foals less than 90 days old with or without a clinical disorder. Lesions in the stratified squamous mucosal epithelium along the lesser curvature of the stomach were observed only in foals with concurrent clinical disorder, and with a higher frequency in foals greater than 90 days old than in younger foals (24% vs 3%).